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NORWICH DECLARATION
On the occasion of the First Ministerial Meeting
of the Norwich Model Arctic Council for University
1.

WE, the Ministers of the Arctic States of the Norwich Model Arctic Council for
University (NORMAC University), joined by representatives of the indigenous
Permanent Participant organisations of NORMAC University;

2.

HAVING GATHERED in Norwich, United Kingdom, on 25th June 2019 at the First
Ministerial Meeting of NORMAC University;

3.

CONFIRMING the commitment of NORMAC University to raise awareness of the
Arctic as a region; promote respect for Arctic peoples and their indigenous rights;
and enhance understanding of the diverse societies, economies, cultures and
ecosystems of the Arctic;
HEREBY DECLARE:

Growth of Arctic shipping, including marine tourism
4.

ACKNOWLEDGING the rights of Arctic indigenous peoples to self-determination
and to the conservation of their traditional homelands, cultures and practices,
and FURTHER ACKNOWLEDGING their right to consultation on their traditional
knowledge and practices;

5.

RECOGNISING the vast economic potential of the Arctic region for the global
energy market, while FURTHER RECOGNISING concerns regarding the
associated risks to the environment and to indigenous cultures and traditions;

6.

EMPHASISING the importance of Arctic science to understanding how the Arctic
is changing;

7.

RECONFIRMING the importance of sustainable economic development in the
Arctic;

8.

ACKNOWLEDGING that Arctic States are responsible for the safety of ships in
their own waters, in line with 2017 International Code for Ships Operating in
Polar Waters (Polar Code) regulations ensuring the safety and security of
compliant ships operating in Arctic waters;
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9.

REAFFIRMING the need for a more effective international search-and-rescue
(SAR) and safety network in the Arctic to mitigate any current or future risk to
human life;

10. AFFIRMING that the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and
the 2007 United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples form
the basis for the settlement of possible disputes over jurisdiction and rights in the
Arctic region;
11. RECOGNISING the adverse environmental effects of human-induced global
warming and overall global change on ecosystems and climate in the Arctic,
which an increase in fossil-fuel emissions from shipping will exacerbate;
HEREBY:
12. RECOMMEND to Arctic States to consult fully with, and obtain the consent of,
indigenous people regarding expansion of Arctic shipping in indigenous peoples’
respective territories, where such expansion involves activities not currently
regulated under the International Maritime Organisation;
13. ESTABLISH a Task Force to investigate best practices and develop guidelines for
impact benefit agreements in Arctic indigenous communities;
14. RECOMMEND to Arctic States to transition to alternative energy sources in the
transport and energy sectors, and to promote the use of renewable technology in
the Arctic region;
15. RECOMMEND to Arctic States to explore ways in which to legislate effective oil
spill prevention measures;
16. ESTABLISH a Task Force to assess shared trade, tourism and shipping routes and
their efficiency and environmental impacts;
17. ESTABLISH a Task Force to investigate best practices and establish guidelines for
environmental impact assessments;
18. DIRECT the Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna Working Group and the
Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment Working Group to research and
recommend Marine Protected Areas in the Arctic with the goal of safeguarding
biodiversity, taking into account the effect of Arctic shipping;
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19. ENCOURAGE Arctic States to strengthen and cooperate on Arctic science
initiatives and RECOMMEND that they share information with Permanent
Participants;
20. ESTABLISH a cooperative network through which Arctic States and Permanent
Participants organisations may conduct and share Arctic research such as
geographical, meteorological, wave and other data, including charting of sea ice,
to help foster safe business practices, environmental protection, and formalised
shipping routes;
21. ENCOURAGE coastal Arctic States to redevelop marine infrastructure for
sufficient, safe and sustainable economic development, focusing on
environmental protection and human safety;
22. COMMIT to activities that support the sustainable economic growth of Arctic
communities in preference to non-sustainable economic activities, in tandem
with consideration of sustainable development by the Sustainable Development
Working Group and the Arctic Economic Council;
23. ESTABLISH a Task Force to assess environmentally sustainable shipping practices
and to make recommendations to the coastal Arctic States towards the goal of
ensuring the recovery of marine ecosystems and indigenous communities;
24. CALL FOR the development of the Arctic as a food producing region, so as to
increase regional food security and reduce need for imports;
25. CALL FOR the development and advancement of the notion of a cooperative SAR
network, including the provision of information among Arctic States and
Permanent Participants;
26. DECLARE that Arctic States will continue to uphold the Polar Code in an effort to
ensure continued safety of ships and crew, and to strengthen efficiency regarding
impure and heavy fuels;

The European Union as an Arctic Council Observer
27. RECOGNISING that the time required to achieve consensus amongst the Arctic
States on the issue above precluded discussion of the European Union’s (EU’s)
application to become an Observer of the Arctic Council;
HEREBY:
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28. RESOLVE to reconsider the EU’s application as soon as practicable at a future
Ministerial Meeting of NORMAC University.

Disclaimer
The 2019 Norwich Declaration represents the collective agreement of the student
Delegates to the 2019 Norwich Model Arctic Council for University (NORMAC
University), an educational initiative for university, and it does not necessarily reflect
the opinions of Polar Aspect, Trent University or the University of East Anglia.
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NORWICH MODEL ARCTIC COUNCIL FOR UNIVERSITY IS AN INITIATIVE OF POLAR ASPECT
IN COLLABORATION WITH TRENT UNIVERSITY AND THE UNIVERSITY OF EAST ANGLIA
AND HOSTED IN 2019 BY THE UNIVERSITY OF EAST ANGLIA

