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NORWICH DECLARATION
On the occasion of the Third Ministerial Meeting
of the Norwich Model Arctic Council
1.

WE, the Ministers of the Arctic States of the Norwich Model Arctic Council
(NORMAC), joined by representatives of the indigenous Permanent Participant
organisations of NORMAC;

2.

HAVING GATHERED in Norwich, United Kingdom, on 25th February 2018 at the
Third Ministerial Meeting of NORMAC;

3.

CONFIRMING the commitment of NORMAC to raise awareness of the Arctic as
a region; promote respect for Arctic peoples and their indigenous rights; and
enhance understanding of the diverse societies, economies, cultures and
ecosystems of the Arctic;
HEREBY DECLARE:

Methane hydrates and climate change
4.

TAKING HEED OF clause 7 of the 1996 Declaration on the Establishment of the
Arctic Council (Ottawa Declaration), that all decisions of the Arctic Council are
to be by consensus of the Arctic States;

5.

REAFFIRMING that all decisions of NORMAC are likewise to be by consensus of
the Arctic States, and ideally including the agreement of Permanent Participants;
HEREBY RESOLVE TO:

6.

DIRECT the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme Working Group to
conduct further work to enable Senior Arctic Officials to recommend, to a future
Ministerial Meeting of NORMAC, a draft resolution or resolutions on the question
of methane hydrates and climate change, on which consensus may be reached;
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Seismic exploration for oil and gas in the Arctic offshore
7.

TAKING HEED of clause 7 of the 1996 Declaration on the Establishment of the
Arctic Council (Ottawa Declaration), that all decisions of the Arctic Council are
to be by consensus of the Arctic States;

8.

REAFFIRMING that all decisions of NORMAC are likewise to be by consensus of
the Arctic States, and ideally including the agreement of Permanent Participants;
HEREBY RESOLVE TO:

9.

DIRECT the Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment Working Group to
conduct further work to enable Senior Arctic Officials to recommend, to a future
Ministerial Meeting of NORMAC, a draft resolution or resolutions on the question
of seismic exploration for oil and gas in the Arctic offshore, on which consensus
may be reached;

Broadband connectivity in Arctic communities
10. AFFIRMING the responsibility of the Arctic Council to aid the Arctic community
in establishing and maintaining secure and effective broadband connectivity to
the communities that would benefit from it, whilst respecting their right to deny
it;
11. OBSERVING that the development and adoption of broadband technologies can
enable the expanding Arctic population to grow and prosper economically and
socially, whilst also protecting the environment and indigenous traditions;
12. ENCOURAGED by the work of the Arctic Economic Council and the Task Force
on Telecommunications Infrastructure in the Arctic on the economic, industrial,
and social benefits of wider broadband connectivity in the Arctic;
13. MINDFUL of the need to implement serviceable and wide-reaching broadband
connectivity in Arctic communities to advance communication, accessibility, and
good government;
14. REALISING that although many Arctic States do not lag behind international
standards of broadband connectivity, we must seek to exceed them;
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15. NOTING the critical role of broadband connectivity within communities with
regards to access to information, the growth of small businesses, and facilitating
economic transactions;
16. RECOGNISING that the Data Centre Risk Index report identifies Arctic States as
amongst the lowest-risk countries for locating data centres due to low
temperatures, which reduce the need for cooling systems, as well as access to
clean, reliable and renewable energy;
HEREBY RESOLVE TO:
17. INVITE Arctic States to support tax structures, and provide subsidies and tax
breaks, to enable collaboration between government, the private sector, and
indigenous communities on increased investment in Arctic broadband
infrastructure, as well as coordination to improve existing public infrastructure to
develop broadband connectivity to outlying communities, whilst recognising the
importance of regulating private sector investment to ensure quality of access;
18. URGE local and indigenous communities to publicise the benefits of broadband
connectivity, including its use in scientific research, air traffic control, search and
rescue, economic development, international cooperation, inter-cultural
dialogue, increased awareness of social structures and the assertion of the rights
of indigenous people working for corporations;
19. ADVOCATE thorough environmental risk assessments to ensure the sustainable
development of broadband infrastructure, rapid broadband deployment, the
protection of biodiversity, and the preservation of archaeological, historic and
cultural sites in the region;
20. ENCOURAGE the promotion and support of digital literacy programmes to
extend understanding of the ways in which information technology and the
Internet can support the educational needs of Arctic communities, to be
facilitated by the formation of a council of representatives of smaller communities
in the Arctic, especially those of indigenous peoples, so that broadband may be
used in the safest and most beneficial ways;
21. SUGGEST that all future research and development of information and
communication technologies by Arctic States should continue to take into
account the needs of all people in the Arctic, including local communities,
indigenous peoples, businesses and researchers;
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22. ENDORSE the establishment of more appropriate Internet content for Arctic
communities, including websites in indigenous languages or easily accessible
online translators, Arctic States to fund the development of such internet
resources;
23. RECOMMEND that Arctic States meet adequate broadband speed standards and
take feasible measures to aim to exceed them where possible by 2025;
24. EXHORT Arctic States to be willing to invest in the maintenance and
development of research centres across the Arctic region, and to ensure that new
data concerning environmental changes is always shared globally in recognition
of the fact that Arctic issues are global issues, which requires an effective and
efficient broadband network;
25. EMPHASISE the responsibility of government for stable and beneficial investment
in Arctic broadband, including state aid and subsidies for private sector
investment, in order to establish and improve infrastructure, and to ensure that
private-sector employment and training of indigenous people is maintained.

The European Union as an Arctic Council Observer
26. TAKING HEED of clause 7 of the 1996 Declaration on the Establishment of the
Arctic Council (Ottawa Declaration), that all decisions of the Arctic Council are
to be by consensus of the Arctic States;
27. REAFFIRMING that all decisions of NORMAC are likewise to be by consensus of
the Arctic States, and ideally including the agreement of Permanent Participants;
HEREBY RESOLVE TO:
28. RECONSIDER the EU’s application to become an Observer of the Arctic Council
at a future Ministerial Meeting of NORMAC, at such time as consensus may be
reached.

Disclaimer
The 2018 Norwich Declaration represents the collective agreement of the student
Delegates to the 2018 Norwich Model Arctic Council (NORMAC), an educational
initiative for secondary schools, and it does not necessarily reflect the opinions of Polar
Aspect or Norwich School.
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NORWICH MODEL ARCTIC COUNCIL IS AN INITIATIVE OF POLAR ASPECT
IN COLLABORATION WITH AND HOSTED BY NORWICH SCHOOL

