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NORWICH DECLARATION
On the occasion of the Second Ministerial Meeting
of the Norwich Model Arctic Council
1.

WE, the Ministers of the Arctic States of the Norwich Model Arctic Council
(NORMAC), joined by the Chairpersons of the indigenous Permanent Participant
organisations of NORMAC;

2.

HAVING GATHERED in Norwich, United Kingdom, on 23rd April 2017 at the
Second Ministerial Meeting of NORMAC;

3.

REGRETTING the absence from the Second Ministerial Meeting of NORMAC of
the Minister from Norway and the Chair of the Aleut International Association;

4.

CONFIRMING the commitment of NORMAC to raise awareness of the Arctic as
a region; promote respect for Arctic peoples and their indigenous rights; and
enhance understanding of the diverse societies, economies, cultures and
ecosystems of the Arctic;
HEREBY DECLARE:

Arctic wetlands and climate change
5.

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the effect of climate change on the indigenous
people, flora and fauna of the Arctic;

6.

CONCERNED about global warming and the need to keep greenhouse-gas
emissions to a minimum to protect Arctic life;

7.

NOTING both the efforts of organisations such as Wetlands International to
protect Arctic wetlands, the thawing of which adds to greenhouse-gas emissions,
and the advantages of collaborating with such organisations;

8.

RECOGNISING the possibility that the increasing rate of disappearance of Arctic
ice cover may be exploited for industrial and shipping purposes;

9.

FULLY AWARE of the natural resources available for extraction from the Arctic,
and the need for monitored management and control of resource development;

NORMAC 2017 Norwich Declaration

1

10. RESPECTFUL of the existence of permanent indigenous communities in the
Arctic, as well as their land-use practices;
11. AFFIRMING indigenous rights to use Arctic wetlands;
HEREBY RESOLVE TO:
12. REMIND all countries and organisations active in the Arctic of the importance of
respecting indigenous rights to control developments on the lands they
permanently inhabit;
13. CALL for sufficient and approved prior research to be performed by the Arctic
States and indigenous communities before development on permanently
inhabited indigenous land;
14. URGE Arctic States to prohibit oil, gas or other resource development on Arctic
wetlands within a set distance from permanently inhabited indigenous lands, to
be decided by the relevant indigenous groups and Arctic States with the help of
the independent body cited in clause 14(a);
15. AGREE that royalties on non-renewable resource development be shared between
Arctic States and indigenous groups where both see fit by:
a.

Establishing an independent body elected by the Arctic Council to allocate
shared royalties;

b.

Sharing royalties on an individual basis;

16. FURTHER URGE Arctic States to fund renewable energy development;
17. REQUEST that Arctic States:
a.

Obtain indigenous consent for Arctic shipping routes;

b.

Conduct research on the impact of Arctic shipping in collaboration with
organisations such as the International Council on Clean Transport;

Commercial fishing in the Arctic Ocean
18. CONVINCED that we must not rush into new areas where fishing opportunities
increase, as further overfishing will lead to critical environmental and economic
impacts in future;
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19. RECOGNISING the agreement made with the 2015 Oslo Declaration and building
on that agreement on behalf of all the Arctic States;
HEREBY RESOLVE TO:
20. CALL for Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) to be set up in the Arctic Ocean in which
only indigenous fishing can take place, excepting local fishermen and traditionally
run businesses fishing in indigenous waters, with disputes in such areas to be
presided over by an independent body nominated by the Arctic States;
21. MANDATE one year active research time and planning before entering new waters
for fishing;
22. FURTHER CALL for the establishment of an international fisheries management
organisation to oversee commercial fishing and to enforce any MPA boundaries
implemented by monitoring registered vessels in the Central Arctic Ocean;
23. ADVISE a scientifically-established quota on commercial fishing and a penalty on
the gross profits of companies from fishing taken over this quota—for example
through bans and fines;
24. RECOMMEND that funds from any fines be allocated to those affected by the
overfishing, and to funding an Arctic Fishing Working Group (AFWG) as well as
research of the Arctic environment;
25. FURTHER RECOMMEND the allocation to each country with membership of the
fisheries management organisation a proportional amount of fishing quota in
regions where fishing has become acceptable, by auction, and with review for
increase every year based on scientific research;

Educational opportunity for Arctic children
26. TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the effects of alcohol on indigenous communities;
27. REMINDING educational heads to be realistic with the educational goals set in
each Arctic State according to individual needs, situations and cultural identities,
as well as the need for a general standard of teaching quality;
28. RECOGNISING the difficulties in educating and providing reliable educational
infrastructure for people living in small, often remote and occasionally nomadic
groups;
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29. HEREBY RESOLVE TO:
30. RECOMMEND that best practices are used when teaching, including smaller classsizes, qualified teachers and appropriate extracurricular activities, to ensure that
every Arctic school meets national and international standards, and to provide
sufficient funding to allow indigenous children’s levels of attainment to match such
standards whilst also nurturing indigenous culture;
31. STRONGLY URGE using the educational curriculum to tackle the issue of
alcoholism, which puts a strain on the economy, education and employment;
32. PRIORITISE the rich history of indigenous peoples in the education of both
indigenous and non-indigenous children in Arctic States, in order to teach children
in Arctic States about the importance of indigenous peoples to their nations and to
the Arctic as a whole;
33. URGE Arctic States to emphasise the importance of using indigenous languages in
education in order to help maintain traditional cultures, as well as the importance
of combining both indigenous languages and national languages in a bilingual
education scheme, with the time spent learning the national language increasing
over time;
34. ENCOURAGE Arctic States to provide incentives to:
a.

Attract qualified teachers to work in Arctic areas that are most affected by
the scarcity of educators, whilst simultaneously training indigenous teachers
to provide the educated a reason to stay in their communities and not feel
obliged to leave for opportunities elsewhere;

b.

Develop Arctic transport infrastructure in an effort to reduce travel time on
children going to school and improve education;

35. STRONGLY RECOMMEND that Arctic States make considerable effort to ensure
that education is available and accessible to Arctic children with physical and
mental disabilities, as well as to promote gender equality by encouraging equal
opportunity to both genders in terms of education and work;
36. CALL on Arctic States to create apprenticeships for Arctic children in Arctic
companies as rewards for excellence in academia, sports, creative arts and
community service, and as an example to motivate others;
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37. REQUEST Arctic States to provide scholarships and bursaries, particularly for
higher education, to indigenous children in recognition of individual talent;
38. FURTHER CALL on Arctic States to construct communications centres in schools
allowing free access to telephone and high-speed internet for the local community,
and encouraging Arctic children voluntarily to use these facilities to further their
understanding of the world.

The European Union as an Arctic Council Observer
39. RECOGNISING that the time required to achieve consensus amongst the Arctic
States on the above issues precluded discussion of the European Union’s (EU’s)
application to become an Observer of the Arctic Council;
HEREBY RESOLVE TO:
40. RECONSIDER the EU’s application as soon as practicable at a future Ministerial
Meeting of NORMAC.

Disclaimer
The 2017 Norwich Declaration represents the collective agreement of the student
Delegates to the 2017 Norwich Model Arctic Council (NORMAC), an educational
initiative for secondary schools, and it does not necessarily reflect the opinions of Polar
Aspect or Norwich School.
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NORWICH MODEL ARCTIC COUNCIL IS AN INITIATIVE OF POLAR ASPECT
IN COLLABORATION WITH AND HOSTED BY NORWICH SCHOOL

